Color changes of HMTA and Cu(NO 3 ) 2 ·3H 2 O aqueous solutions before and after mixing together followed by the addition of NaOH solution
The color evolution of aqueous solutions was as follows: HMTA aqueous solution was transparent and Cu(NO 3 ) 2 ·3H 2 O aqueous solution was light blue as shown in Fig. SI-1(a). Once the two solutions were mixed together for a short moment the color of solution changed into a little lightly blue turbid as depicted in Fig. SI-1(b) . After the addition of 9 ml (2M) NaOH the solution color became blue immediately as shown in 
